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SEASONABLE: ADDRESS, &e. 


BRETHREN, | 
1. O ſooner have the manifeſtations of di- 
vine mercy appeared to us in theſe latter 
days, opening the internal ſenſe of the word in 
the doctrines of the New Jeruſalem Theology 
but the Dragon is ready to devour the Man-child 
with the ſame arts and malice which he oppoſed 
to the firſt promulgation of the Goſpel; and 
every attempt afterwards to reſlore its purity, 
upon the lameantable falling away in the primt- 
tive church, and the confirmed apoſtacy under 
Antichriſt, previous to the reformation ; and ſince 
that event took place, he has conſtantly oppoſed 
to it the worldly and political maxims of human 
eſtabliſhments, by which profeſſed Chriſtians ate 
at this time generally governed, 


2. A ſlight acquaintance with eccleſiaſtical hiſ- 


A 2 torx, 
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tory, will diſcover the arts whereby that old ſer- 
pent, which was ſrum the beginning, has efla- 
dliſhed, and yet maintains his kingdom of this 
world, in oppoſition to the kingdom of our 
Lord; for as the Phariſees and Sadducees of old 
were the inſtruments whom he ſtirred up io op- 
poſe the firſt publication of the Goſpel, ſo their 
ſucceſſors in every age ſince have thwarted every 
attempt to reflore its original practice, and every 
manifeſtation in theſe latter days which the Lord 
has vouchſafed to give us, of the time and man- 
ner of his ſecond coming. 


3. We learn from the firſt accounts of Chriſti- 
anity, in the Acts of the Apoſtles, that it had 
no ſooner been publiſhed among the heathen na. 
tions, but a ſet of zealots inſiſted upon the ne- 
ceſſiiy of impoſing circumciſion and the obſerva- 
tion of Jewiſh rituals upon the Heathen converts, 
for which pretenſion they had more warrant than 
any of the partizans ſince in favour of human 
1mpolitions, there being expreſs ſcripture to 
countenance ſuch an attempt; yet how firmly 
does the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles oppoſe 
| thoſe impoſitions upon conſcience, not giving 
place, no not ſor an hour, but rebuking Peter to 
his face for temporizing in that reſpect; and 
charges the new converts to ſtand faſt in the li- 

berty 
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berty with which Chriſt had made them free, 
while he proves from the ſpiritual ſenſe of thoſe 
ſcriptures in queſtion, that thoſe rituals for 
which they ſo zealouſly contended, were only 


ſhadows of a better diſpenſation, opened to man— 


kind in the Goſpel then publiſhed, 


4. The total abolition of Jewiſh policy at the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, put a final period to 


this diſpute, and the perſecution which followed 


under the Heathen Emperors, kept under this 
ſpirit of impoſition during thoſe times of tribu- 
lation; for although the Apoſtles Creed is moſt 
comprehenſive, and the leaſt liable to objections 
of any, we do not find it impoſed, and a ſub— 
ſcription to it required, as a neceſſary qualiſica— 
tion for the miniſtry during that period; but ra- 
ther tacitly acquieſced in, as a formulary of the 
Chriſtian faith, to which no objection had been 
made fince the times of the Apoſtles. 


5. The perſecutions were no ſooner over, and 
a worldly eſtabliſhment given to Chriſtianity 
under the firſt Chriſtian Emperor, but the Phari— 
ſaic ſpirit manifeſted itſelf among the Eccleſiaſ— 
tics of that time, in the impoſitions upon con- 
ſcience, and application of odious names to 
ſuch as oppoſcd their innovations; which evils 
were 


C34: 
Creed, than that which had been impoſed by the 
Council of Nice. 


7. If it ſhould be urged, that theſe teſts were 
neceſſary to keep unkt perſons out of the miniſ- 
try, it is manifeſt from hiſtory that they had a 
quite contrary effect, in the total apoſtacy which 
followed, while Ecclefiaſtics had the effrontery to 
call themſelves orthodox, and Catholics, who 
profeſſed a belief in theſe creeds, and yet made 
void the Law of God, by their traditions, worſe 
than the Phariſees of old, practiſing and counte- 
nancing the groſſeſt idolatry and ſuperſlition, 
while they prohibited the trauſlation of ſcripture 
into the vulgar tongues, and the reading of ſuch 
books as might inſtru the common people in 
that deplorable ſtate of ignorance, to which they 
were fallen bcfore the reformation. 


8. This triumph of truth over apoſtacy was 
not effected by making new Creeds, Confeſſions, 
and Articles, the impoſition of old ones, as 
the neceſſary conditions of ſalvation, but by 
tranſlating the Scriptures and books of practical 
divinity into the common languages, or publilh- 
ing ſuch exhontations, or complaints of apoſtacy, 
(like that of Pierce the ploughman) as wers 
proper to open the people's cyes, and wean them 

22 from 


after th 

mes, that the relormeg 

church thus emerging trough the ſteady OPpoſi- 
tion 10 uman injunQions, neui by her fir ſt 


Wartyrs 
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ſhould ſo ſoon have luſted after the flcſh-pots of 
Egypt, the leeks, the onions, and the garlick of 
human inventions, to the loathing of that ſpiti- 
tual manna, the word of the Lord, which was 
then enjoyed freely: but ſo it was, that the Dra- 


gon flood ready to devour the Man-child which 


the Church then brought forth; and not only the 
ſormer Creeds were 1mpoled, but alſo ſeveral At- 
ticles, in which the dodtrine of atonement was 
enforced, and juſlification by faith alone, to the 
depreciation of God's commandments; together 
with the abominable tenets of Predeſtination; 


to all which impoſitions, by mere human autho- 


rity, a ſubſcription is required from the Clergy, 


10, Upon an examination of the pretenſions 


on which theſe impoſitions are founded, it ap- 


pears that the Nicene Creed was produced by the 


wrangling and ambition of Eccleſiaſtics, who had 
departed from the primitive limplicity, and be- 


gan to form cabals at the count of an Emperor, 


who laboured in vain to reconcile their differ- 
ences; and che power which he gave them by 


an edit to meet ſor that end, was employed 
for no better a purpoſe than to compoſe and en— 
force a ſubſcription to this Creed, in direct con- 


B tradition 


martyrs and confeſſors, out of ſpiritual darkneſs 
and bondage, worſe than that of the Ifſraclites, 
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tradiction to that Chriſtian Liberty which the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles contends for, when he 
blames the Galatians for ſubmitting to the impo- 
ſitions of men, who had the literal ſenſe of the 
ri-ual law in their favour: notwithſtanding this 
circumſlance, he brands a ſubmiſſion to their de- 
ciſions with the charge of receiving another 


Goſpel. 


11. The Athanaſian Creed has a yet ſhallower 
pretence to be impoſed upon the conſciences of 
Chriſtians, being the production of an indivi- 
dual Eccleſiaſtic, or at moſt of a private cabal, 
being in ſome paſſages contradiQory to the Lord's 
aflertion, that the Father of whom Philip en- 
quired was Himſelf; whereas they are here dil- 
tinguiſhed by a perſonal dividuality, and the a- 
dorable myſtery of the Trinity, which is in- 
comprehenſible to the human underſtanding, ac- 
cording to one part of this Creed, is defined with 
the ſame temerity as a common mathematical 
figure, The damtory clauſes by which this 
doctrine is enforced, ſufhciently diſcover the ſpi- 
rit which produced it, and made Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon, as it is generally reported, wiſh we 
were fairly rid of the Creed altogether, 


12. The dodtrine of Atonement is founded on 
the 
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C31. 
the ſuppoſed perſonal dividuality in the Divine 


Eflence which is maintained in the above Creed 
together with a miſapplication of thoſe Scrip. 
tures where the Apoſtles are proving, that the 
cuſtomary ſacrifices preſcribed by the Ritual Law, 
or offered to idols in the times of Heathen ſu— 
perſtition, were aboliſhed by the maniſeſlation of 
the Goſpel; for the fleſh and blood which the 
Lord offered up for the redemption of mankind 
are ſpiritual, according to his own explication of 
the terms, when the Jews, not comprehending 
how he could give them his fleſh to eat, and his 
blood to drink, he ſaid, ** It is the ſpirit that 
** quickneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing; the 
words that I ſpeak, they are ſpirit and they are 
i life.” Plainly intimating, that the word of 
his Goſpel, and truth of his doctrine, confirmed 
by his blood and ſufferings on the crofs, ſhould 
be offered to all men for their ſalvation, by turn- 
ing ſuch as received the offer of theſe ineſtimable 
communications, to repentance and newneſs of 
life: for the ſupport of which ſpiritual life, be 
has left them this ſpiritual meat and drink, con- 
tained in the word of his Goſpel and the truth 
of his doctrine, inſtituting a memorial of both 
at the Paſchal Supper, in the ſymbols of bread 
and wine: thefe having a like reference to his 

|  '« divine 


In the int 
f the word, or to the abuſe of thoſe mercies 
VOuchſafed to us, in an oppoſite ſenſe; as when 


importance than Charity, although the Apoſlle 
Who is made the patron of this falſe dodrine, 
has given Clarity the Pre-eminence, ang Parti. 


their 


( 13 ) 
their obſlinacy, and admiſſion of Heathen na- 
tions to the privileges of the Goſpel, upon their 
obedience, for the diabolical purpoſe of inſticut- 
ing a particular doctrine, in which individual 
Chriſtans are ſuppoſed to be ſaved or reprobated, 
without any reſpect to the good or evil deeds 
which they have done; which horrid ſuppoſition 
alone 15 enough to call in queſtion the lawfulneſs 
of requiring a ſubſcription to theſe Articles, or 
the propriety of urging them for the ſupport of 
any charge, ſuch as that which has been exhibit- 
ed againſt the Tranſlator of True Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. There are other injunctions to which 
ſubſcription and declarations are required, of 
leſs importance: but the impoſition even of in- 
diftereut things upon conſcience, can only be 
maintained on a ſuppolition, that the church iu 
which they are required, has obtained a tempo— 
ral cſtabliſhment and revenues, for the enjovment 
of which certain qualifications may be thought 
neceſſary, as conducive to the order and peace of 
ſociety, and not acting as reſtraints upon con- 
ſcience; being confined to ceremonies, and the 
decent celebration of public worſhip. 


15. Suppoſing the Chvrch of England to have 


ſuch au eſtabliſhment, with a power to decide in 
Ceremonies 


mas ͤ—— — 


as converted , 
nor could 


apal apoſlacy, 
. 0 de ſi ſt 


S any of the 
above- mentioned but annexed to the 
Cyre of ſouls ; and it is well worth a Clergyman'z 
{crious conſideration to temember, that of all the 
OB]; 
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obligations which he takes upon him. the princi— 
pal charge annexed to a benefice is the care of 
ſouls, to which every other conſideration is, or 
ought to be ſubſervient : and as the account 
he muſt give of this charge will be to the Lord, 
and not man; no man, nor body of men, may 
judge of his motives or conduct, in the execu- 
tion of this important office. without ſome de— 
gree of preſumption, while he ads upon the 
principles of St. Paul, and the firſt Reformers ; 
yielding to popular prejudices, as the Apoſtle did 
in the ritual of purification at Jeruſalem, for the 
ſake of peace; and he was ſo far ſrom being 
aſhamed of it, that he made that compliance 
a part of his defence before the council, and 
glories in that part of the Chriſtian character, 
that he became all things to all men, if by any 
means he might ſave ſome, In like manner the 
firſt Reformers thought themſelves obliged to 
countenance ſome ſuperſtitions of their times, 
that they might give leſs occalion of ſcandal to 
the ignorant people, and more effectually reco:n- 
mend the ſtudy of thoſe ſcriptures and practical 
treatiſes, which they had tranſlated and publilled 
for their iuſttuction, at the hazard of their lives, 
as this was done in direct oppolition to 1injunc- 
tons then in force, both civil and eccleftallical, 


17. There 
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after the example of our firſt Reformers. There 
is lels reaſon Why ſimple Laymen (luch as the 
Author of this Treatiſe, and the generality of 
readers to whom it is addreiled) ſhould be de- 
terred the reading of tranſlations from the illu— 
minated Emanuel Swedenborg's writings, for their 
inſtruction in the ſpiritual ſenſe of holy ſcrip-. 
ture, as ithele are not impoſed upon the con- 
ſciences of any one, but left to their own evi- 
dence on the minds of ſuch as peruſe them: for 
although the noble author of the New-Jerufalem 
doarine was compleatly learned, as he was highly 
illuminated, he was yet lo ſar governed by the 
{pirit of order, as neither to intereſt the civil 
powers where he reſided, in the ſupport of his 
doctrine, nor did he invade the ofhce of the 
prieſthood, nor conflituted himſelf the head 
of a party, or leader of -a ſect, to the deſtruction 
of peace and charity; being content to publiſh, 
at a great expence and in a learned language, his 
divine illuminations, which were ſcarcely known 
before his deceaſe: and in this reſpect he has left 
behind him an example of humility and modeſty 
worthy of imitation by ſcholars and divines of 
every denomination, how high ſocver their at- 
tainments in learning and divinity may be eftt- 
mated, or howeyer uſeſully their talents may be 

'* employed ; 
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employed; whether to the advancement of natu— 
ral and experimental knowledge, in which he was 
eminently employed, or the illuſtration of holy 
ſcripture, and enforcement of its divine authority; 
in which office, like a ſctibe well inſtructed for 
the kingdom of Heaven, he hath brought out 
of his treaſures things both new and old. 


19. Such was the character of Emanuel Swe- 
denborg, which the writer who ſliles himſelf a Plain 
Church of England-man has attacked, by quoting 
his tranſlator, and annexing to one of his quota- 
tions a lilly egotiſm, which may ſhew his reading, 
but is altogether foreign in a ſerious ſubject. We 
ſhall therefore review his arguments, and refer to 
the quotations, continuing the compariſou be- 
tween thoſe impoſitious which the Plain Church of 
Vnglund- man is ſo zealous to ſupport, and the 
New Jeruſalem doctrine: for this indecent attack 
both upon Emanuel Swedenborg and his tranfla- 
tor, could not fail of bringing the matter to an 
iſſue; wherein the Plain Church of England-man's 
arrogant claims will be further inveſtigated, and 
the partizans for ſupporting them muſt either 
condem the practice of St. Paul, and our firſt 
Reformers, or urge their pretenſions with more 
modeſly and decency for the future, 


20, We 
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20, We therefore join iſſue with the Plarn 
Church of England-man, and ſhall try the merits 
of the caule upon thoſe doQrines of the Trinuy 
and the Atonement, which he has fo confidently 
choſen to defend in the paralle] paſſages ; premiſ— 
ing, however, as a inatter of ſpecial importance 
in the caſe, that the point in queſtion here, is 
not what any body of men have impoſed, or 
what any reverend Clergyman has declared, but 
what warrant there is ſor ſuch impoſitions, and 
how far a conſcientious Clergyman 1s bound to 
countenance ſuch impoſitions, when he is better 
informed, than he was on firſt ſubmitting to them; 
and why he may not take the ſame methods 
which our firſt Reformers made uſe of, to com- 
municate that information to ethers which he has 
received, The duty which a conſcientious Cler- 
gyman owes to God, to his neighbour, to ſoci— 
ety, and the flock commiticd to his charge, 
leave him without any alternative in this reſpedt, 
and he is bound by all theſe ties to make known 
whatever he judges mav advance the honour of 
God, the good of his neighbour, the welfare of 
ſocicty, and, by conſequence, that of the con- 
gregation conunitted to his charge; all which 
confiderations are ſuſſicient to eſtabliſh the pro- 
priety of limiting the queſtion, ſo ſar as it fe- 

Ca ſpecls 
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„ all bez; which the Lord hath foretold in Da- 


nel,” and the Evangeliſis, and the Revelations. 


23. Hence too it is come to paſs, that, un- 
Icſs a new Heaven and a new Church be eſta— 
bliſhed by the Lord, no fleſh can be ſaved. 
To introduce into the Church a belief that 
there are Three Perſons, whereof each ſingly and 
by himſelf is God, and of the ſame eſſence; and 
One born from eternity; and a Third proceed- 
ing from eternity, is utterly to deſtroy the idea 
of God's unity, and thus to baniſh all rational 
ſpirituality ſrom the human ſoul.” 


24. It is the caſe from henceſorward with all 
worſhip which is directed towards a Trinity of 
Perſons, and not to a Trinity joined in One 
Perſon, that ſuch prayers are henceforth not 
attended to, but are in heaven like ill-ſcented 
odours, or like erudations from corrupted 
lungs. They offend againſt the firſt Com- 
mandment, who are ſelf-perſuaded into the 
belief of three divine perſons actually exiſting 
from eternity: ſuch people, in proportion as 
they confirm themſelves in that error, become 
more and more natural and corporeal; in which 
caſe they have no capacity inwardly to com- 


" prebend 
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lhat was burnt with 


as that : 


1 
from his hands. We have little doubt, but as 
there is a ſimilarity of circumſtances, a like con- 


ſequence will follow upon the inveſtigation of 


this argument, which we ſhall firſt ſtate, and 
then examine, 


26. The author, in his letter of cxhortation, 
had roundly aſſerted in effect. that a reverend 
Clergyman, upon his ordination, had ſubmitted 
to receive the ſcriptures in that ſenſe which the 
Church has thought proper to explain them, 
without any qualification to limit the palpable ' 
abſurdity of ſuch an aſſertion; but in page 25th | 
of his Vindication, towards the bottom, he ſlates 
a difficulty which ariſes from different inter preta— 
tions of ſcripture. This being given by the inſhi- 
ration of God, muſt have, as he affirms, ſome one 
true, undoubted, and conſiſtent ſenſe and mean- 
ing; and, to avoid a /lriſe of words, he fixes upon 
a well-known and allowed interpretation of f{ciip-- 
ture, to prevent critical enquiry and verbal dil- 
putes; and on this ground oppotes Canons, Ar- 
ticles, Crecds and Declarations, inſtead of Scrip— 
ture, to the doctrine of E. Swedenborg; which 
was the ſhort method of ending diſputes taken 
by the Phariſces of old, and all abettors of the 
papal apoſlacy to this preſent time. But there 1s 
a novelty in his argument which they never 

thought 
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thought of advancing, where he ivſfinvates an 
idea of the Scriptures, as confined to one true, 
undoubted, and conſiſtent ſenſe and meaning; 
whereas they are in fact capable of receiving in— 
numerable very true, undoubted, and conhbllent 
meanings and explications, of which the hiſtory 
of Abraham's two ſons is a remarkable inſtance, 


27. We have ſeleQed this hiſtory, becauſe it 
is explained by St. Paul according to the internal 
ſenſe, in the Epiſtle to the Galatians, which he 
wholly employed in arguments againſt the impo- 
tions then contended for by the Jewiſh Zealots. 
Theſe men called themſelves the Church at that 
time, and gloried in being deſcended from Abra- 
ham by his fon Iſaac, having the city of Jeru- 
ſalem in their poſſeſſiun; and hence they claimed 
by deſcent to be hcirs of the promiſes, applying to 
themſelves all the propheſies in favour of that boly 
city: but the Apollle pronounces this hiſtory to be 
an allegory, and draws from ita meaning very dilfer- 
ent from the literal ſenſe, in the application, whue 
Hagar the mother of Iſhmael, was firſt a repreſcnta- 
tive of mount Sinai, from whence the ritual law 
was divulged, which they were for impoſing ; and 
then of Jeruſalem, at the time when he was writ— 
ing the epiſlle, where he aſſerts, that the promiles 


were made to another Jeruſalem, namely, to the 
then 


(25) 


then Chriſtian Church, though it conſiſted chiefly 
of Heathen converts, This Church, repreſented 
by Sarah the mother of Iſaac, the Apoſtle de- 
clared was the Jeruſalem ſrom above, and free 
from their impoſitions, which, under the figure 
of Hagar, can only gender to bondage, and are 
rejected out of the Chriſtian diſpenſation in the 
application of that paſſage from the hiſtory, 
where it was ſaid, Caſt out the bond-woman and her 
Jon, for the ſon of the bond-woman ſhall not inherit 
with the ſon of the free-woman: and again at the 
concluſion, where the Apoſlle ſays, So we, bre- 
thren, are not the ſons of the bond-woman, but of 
the free-woman, That is, we as Chiiſtians owe 
no ſubjcAion, in matters of conſcience, to hu- 
man inj unctions, they being contrary to the eſ- 
ſential privileges of the Goſpel. Such was the 
internal ſenſe of this hiſtory, when St. Paul 
wrote his epiſtle; and the meaning is ſo far from 
being bounded by his expoſition, that it is appli- 
cable to every ſtate of the Church fince ; where 
a worldly ſpirit has prevailed, and changed 
Chriſtianity into human eſtabliſhments, while 
the diſintereſted few who have endeavoured to 
reſtore its primitive ſpirit, have been generally 
ill-treated by their fellow-citizens; to which cir- 
cumſtance that paſſage in the allegory is truly 
1 1 applicable, 


. 
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no means have come to a fair deciſion; but as 
he has called in the aid of our pious Dioceſan, 
whole charater we honour, we hold it our duty 
to reſpect ſuch an authority, not dictating to con- 
ſcience, but by reaſon and ſcripture endeavour- 
ing to illuſtrate a dodtrine of the cſtabliſhed 
Church, conſiſtent with his high lation and ge- 
neral good character; which might have been 


employed with more propriety, than to counte- 


nance this outrageous attack upon the meekeſt 
lamb of his flock, while it expoſes the leaſt de- 
fenfible part of our eſtabliſhment to the ſneers of 
unbelievers, and the depredations of ſectaries: an 
eſtabliſhment in which we were born, baptized 
and educated, in the communion of which we 
yet continue; not knowing any community of 
Chriſtians, whoſe worſhip and ceremonies arc, 
upon the whole, leſs liable to exception. 


29. Thus much being premiſcd, we ſhall, with 
all due humility, in the exerciſe of our common 
Chriſtian liberty, examine the ſcriptures quoted 
by Biſhop Porteous for the ſupport of this doc- 
trine, The firſt paſſage from Iſaiah is indeeed 
literally verified in the paſſion and crucifixion of 
Chriſt; but when it is here ſaid, ** The Lord laid 
upon him the iniquity of us all,” a queſtion na- 

D 2 turally 


bt 


turally occurs, which the Scribes and Phariſces 
could never anſwer, namely, bow, or in what 
reſpect, the ſacred Character here ſuffering, is 
called in many other paſſages of the ſcripture, 
The Lord our Redeemer; and when his wonderful 
birth is foretold, why, among his other titles, he 
is called The everlaſliing Father; why David in 
the ſpirit calls him Lord; or why he is called in 
the New Teſtament the Lord of liſe; and that paſ- 
ſage of the Pſalms applicd to him expreſlly as 


the Son, where it is ſaid, Thou, Lord, in the be- 
ginning, halt laid the foundations of the earth, and 


the heavens are the work of thine hands: or why 
Chriſt affirms of himſclf to Philip, in this ſlate 
of humiliation, that whoever had ſeen him had 
ſeen the Father; and ſpeaks of himſelf in his 
diſpute with the Jews, as the I AM, by which 
Jenovan ſignified his came to Moſes in the Old 
Teſtament, 


30. While a dividuality of perfons in the di- 
vine Effence is contended for, as of the Father 
who is angry and condemns, and of the Son 
who intercedes and atones for us, the difficulty 
of reconciling theſe texts with other paſlages in 
the Scriptures, is unſurmountable: but if it is 
aſſerted, on the authority of theſe Scriptures, that 
the Lord himſelf who created us, aſſumed the 
humanity 


(.: 89-3 
humanity to redeem mankind, there is a perfect 


couſiſtency between the above cited Scriptures and 
the whole tenor of that prophecy. 


31. The other texts quoted for the ſupport of 
this doQrine, are from the New Teſtament, and 
their whole import is ſummed up in the con— 
cluding paſſage, ** That we are redeemed by Clirift : 
** purchaſed and bought with the price of his blood,” 
Which expreſſions had a meaning very properly 
adapted to the notions common at that time both 
to Jews and Heathens, that without ſhedding of 
blood there was no 1emiſſion ; and hence the li- 
teral ſenſe of ſuch paſſages was accommodated to 
their groſs apprehenſions. In like manner the 
angel Gabriel accommodated his meſlage to the 
apprehenſion of Mary the mother of Chriſt, when 
he faid, the Son whom ſhe ſhould conceive by 
the overſhadowing of the Higheſt, ſhoul4 fi: 
upon the throne of David his father: and the Lord 
biuſelf accommodates his expreſſions to the com- 
mon ex pectation and notions which the Jews had 
of a temporal kingdom, when he ſo often makes 
mention of his kingdom, calling his doctrine the 
Goſpel of the kingdom, and the kingdom of 
Heaven. Hence aroſe the ſtrife among his diſci— 
ples, who ſhould have the chief places in his 
kingdom, they flill expecting it to be temporal. 
aud 


own explication; which 
t of our ſpiritual life, and 
very Purpoſe of his di. 


Juſtiſica tion, and 


Cale 


„ ; 

caſe there is much leſs reaſon to require miracles 
for their ſupport, than for the ſnpport of thoſe 
impoſitions which we have been examining; and 
if miracles had been wrought for the promulga- 
tion of the New Jeruſalem docttine, they would 
have rendered it ſuſpicious, as the Lord foretold 
falſe prophets would come, and ſhew ſigns and 
wonders, ſo as, if it were poſſible, to decerve the very 
ele; and Antichriſt is ſaid to come with f2ons 
and lying wonders, The Beaſt alſo in the Reve- 
lations is ſaid to work great miracles, ſo as to 
bring down fire from Heaven upon the earth in the 
ſight of his worſhippers, ſo that all the world 
wonders after the Beaſt. There is a yet further 
circumſtance in favour of theſe doctrines, that 
they were none of them particularly leveled at 
our public worſhip, but, on the contrary, the 
author pronounces it to be more internal than 
that of other nations, quoting, as an inſtance, 
one of the exhortations in the communion ſer— 
vice; ſo that the attempt to repreſent his writings 
as particularly oppoſed to our common prayers, 
is an inſult on his memory which he little de- 
ſerved. 


34. We intreat and exhort you, therefore, 


brethren, to keep in mind this teſtimony of E- 
manucl 


(ar 


manuel Swedenborg, in favour of our Liturgy, 
which being confeſſedly a human eſtabliſhment, 
muſt be imperfect; and remember the Lord's 
counſel, not to root up the tares, leſt the good 
ſeed ſhould alſo be rooted up with them. We 
have ſcen the bad conſcquences of neglecting 
this advice, in the multiplicity of ſeparate con- 
gregations tolerated among us, with a number of 
preachers zecalouſly employed in the propagation 
of theſe doArines which we have examined, and 
weakening thoſe motives, which the Scriptures 
hold forth to us for the obſervation of the moral 
law in the Ten Commandments; which 1s fo 
fully explained, and particularly enforced, in 
the wiitings of Emanuel Swedenborg. 


THE END. 
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